Drawbridge Related Federal Laws and Rules

All federal laws and regulations refer to current 2026 statutes

Title 33 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 117
Section 117.11, Unnecessary Opening of the Draw

No vessel owner or operator shall—

(a) Signal a drawbridge to open if the vertical clearance is sufficient to allow the
vessel, after all lowerable nonstructural vessel appurtenances that are not essential
to navigation have been lowered, to safely pass under the drawbridge in the closed
position; or

(b) Signal a drawbridge to open for any purpose other than to pass through the
drawbridge opening.

Title 33, Section 499 of the United States Code
§499, Regulations for Drawbridges

(b) Nonstructural vessel appurtenances; unreasonable delays

No vessel owner or operator shall signal a drawbridge to open for any nonstructural
vessel appurtenance which is not essential to navigation or which is easily lowered
and no person shall unreasonably delay the opening of a draw after the signal
required by rules or regulations under this section has been given. The Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard is operating shall issue rules and
regulations to implement this subsection.



(c) Civil penalties for violation; notice and hearing; assessment, collection,
and remission; civil actions

Whoever violates any rule or regulation issued under subsection (a) or (b), shall be
liable to a civil penalty of not more than $5,000 for a violation occurring in 2004;
$10,000 for a violation occurring in 2005; $15,000 for a violation occurring in 2006;
$20,000 for a violation occurring in 2007; and $25,000 for a violation occurring in
2008 and any year thereafter. No penalty may be assessed under this subsection until
the person charged is given notice and an opportunity for a hearing on the charge.
The Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating may assess
and collect any civil penalty incurred under this subsection and, in his discretion,
may remit, mitigate, or compromise any penalty until the matter is referred to the
Attorney General. If a person against whom a civil penalty is assessed under this
subsection fails to pay that penalty, an action may be commenced in the district court
of the United States for any district in which the violation occurs for such penalty.
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